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Same Brandname for a group of related products

A. Medicinal products with different legal 
classification:

1. Rx

2. OTC
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B. OTC medicines with different:

1. Distribution status*

2. Pharmaceutical form

3. Indications

4. Active ingredients

* Pharmacy Only 

Pharmacy and Drugstore Only 

General Sale
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C. Products with different legal status:

1. Medicinal products

2. Food supplements
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3. Medical devices
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C. Products with different legal status:

1. Medicinal products

2. Food supplements

3. Medical devices

4. Cosmetics

5. Biocides
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Medicines Evaluation Board MEB made a distinction 
between: 

ÅProduct brands

ÅUmbrella brands

BEFORE 1997



Not possible to convert a product brand into an 
umbrella brand for fear of confusion 

Legal provision:

Product name may not give rise to confusion 
concerning efficacy (indications) and composition 
(active ingredients)

MEB policy on Names of pharmaceutical products:

To reduce the risk of confusion, product names 
must differ by at least 3 characters

BEFORE 1997



Å Different product names with same 
elements 

FROM PRODUCT NAME TO UMBRELLA 


